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Cear Mr. Cosgrove:

As you are aware, Canada Mortgage and Housing Corporation commissioned
the consulting firm of Marshall, MacKlin and Monohan to study moisture
induced problems to NHA housing across Canada. Based on their findings
to date, it is readily apparent that a very serious problem of struc-
tural deterioration is predominant in electrically heated homes in

this Province. O0fficials of Newfoundland and Labrador Housing Corpor-
ation have been able to corroborate these findings by way of an
investigation of a number of their own rental housing units which
served to further confirm the seriousness of the problem and the need

for immediate remedial action.

While investigations to date have not resulted in any one cure-all which
could be confidently employed to eliminate the problem, the interim
report of the consultants has odvised that the major contributors to
the condaensation problems arve, in fact, the living habits and lifestyles
of the Lousing ccecupants. Clearly then it is essantial that we must,
wilhout delay, launch a publicity campaign to advise both homeowners and
tenants of the das age they aay be ceusing and, more to the point, the
domage rhey are causing to the units Lhey occupy.

I vould now ceck your ossisfonce in developing this publicity campaign
end, given that findings to date revesl that the resulting damage
appears most zpparent in this Province, we would suggest that the -
oublicity effort be concentrated in this region.

Pecognition of the moisture induced problems being esupericrcad snd the

reed for an z2<ducational orogram is bhut one facet of the y|nh?em for we

rust 2lso address the develecizent of an assitance program for bomecaners

and landlords .o are {zczd not only with large expe |dst r2s Lo repgair

zxisting moisture induced 4omsge hut 3lso fo carry out & l.rr;‘:-.'-f:.!wtixe
Ninterznee srogran o ssort further deterioration.
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The final report of Marshall, MacKlin and Monohan will, | understand,
define with some accuracy the extent of the moisture problem and its
resul ting damage to NHA financed or insured housing units. | would
suggest to you that the number of units they identify as affected
will be but only a very small percentage of the total number of units
affected when one takes into account houses constructed under other
financing mechanisms as well as the many houses and apartment units
retrofitted under both the CHIP and COSP Programs, many of which are

suspected to be suffering a similar plight.

While responsibility for this serious problem lies to an extent with
the homeowner, we must not lose sight of the fact that both Federal
and Provincial Governments have, for some time, been publicly
encouraging homeowners to conserve energy through increased insulation
and airtightness of their homes. In light of this, the onus rests
with both Governments to take immediate action and to this end | would
suggest, without any delay, we launch a publicity campaign to advise
homeoviners of the moisture problem and ways to eliminate it. Further-
more, we shculd be prepared to provide ecxpertice and assistance to
homeowners and landlords to refurbish the damage csused by the hidden

moisture.

Yours very truly,
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H. NETL WINDSOR
Minister of Development

Yornoursble G. Ottenheimer

Minister of Justice
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Herourable H. Newhook
Minister of Municinal Affairs

Mr. Adrian HMaclean

President
Newfourndland and lLabrador Home Builders Association
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